
CONTINUING CARE PANEL

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Purpose

The Panel will consider applications for the funding of individual continuing care cases
 in accordance with the National Framework for NHS Continuing Healthcare and NHS Funded Nursing Care (2007).

Constitution

The Continuing Care Panel is established as a Sub Committee of the Integrated Governance Committee.

Membership

The Panel members shall be:

· Strategic Commissioner for Assessment Services (Chair)

· Public Health Consultant

· GP

· Lead commissioner

· Social work senior manager

· Prescribing Advisor (for relevant cases)

The Placement and Referrals Officer and Administrative Officer (minutes) will normally attend the meetings. The Panel may co-opt other Directors and senior managers as required.

The GP representative may be from another PCT area.

Quorum

A quorum shall be three members including a GP and Public Health representative.

Frequency of Meetings

Meetings shall be held weekly to ensure a timely response to all funding decisions.

Authority

The Panel has delegated authority from the Board via the Integrated Governance Committee to consider and reach decisions on the funding of individual continuing care requests. The Panel is authorised to obtain outside legal or other independent professional advice and to secure the attendance of outsiders with relevant experience and expertise if it considers it necessary.

Responsibilities

The Panel shall:

· Consider applications for funding for patients assessed as being potentially eligible for NHS continuing care.

· Reach decisions on whether the applications received meet the eligibility criteria.

· Consider and reach decisions in respect of ongoing funding for people already in receipt of NHS continuing care services.

· Reach decisions on the funding of specialist equipment for patients in receipt of NHS continuing care services.

Reporting

The minutes of the Continuing Care Panel shall be comprehensively and formally recorded and submitted in anonymised form to the Integrated Governance Committee. A record of all decisions will be made using a standard format and will be held on the patient’s file.
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� Continuing care is care provided over an extended period of time to a person aged 18 or over to meet physical or mental health needs which have arisen as a result of disability, accident or illness.





